📘 Poem: “Malu Bhalu”

🟦 Stanza 1
High up in an icy lair
Lived a little polar bear
Snow-white, snow bright was her mane,
Malu Bhalu was her name.
Explanation
This stanza introduces the main character, Malu Bhalu. She is a little polar bear who lives high up in a cold, icy home. Her fur is very white and shiny like snow. Her name is Malu Bhalu.
New Words
· Icy lair – a cold home
· Mane – thick fur around the head
· Snow-bright – shining white like snow

🟦 Stanza 2
Very soon our Malu Bhalu
Learnt the things her parents knew.
Fish to catch, big and small...
Malu was a clever girl.
Explanation
Malu quickly learned everything that her parents knew. She learned how to catch fish of all sizes. This shows that Malu was intelligent and learned skills easily.
New Words
· Learnt – gained knowledge
· Clever – intelligent, quick to learn

🟦 Stanza 3
Malu said to her mother one day:
Ma, I'm going far out to play.
I want to see the things that lie
There beyond the big blue sky.
Explanation
One day, Malu tells her mother that she wants to go far away to play. She is curious and wants to explore the world beyond what she can see. This shows her adventurous nature.
New Words
· Far out – far away
· Beyond – farther than

🟦 Stanza 4
A little patience, child, said Mum,
In the summer when next it comes.
Summer?... Patience?... What a test!
Malu simply could not rest.
Explanation
Malu’s mother advises her to wait patiently until summer arrives. However, Malu finds waiting very difficult. She becomes restless and excited, showing her eagerness to grow and explore.
New Words
· Patience – ability to wait calmly
· Test – something difficult
· Rest – to stay calm or relaxed

🟦 Stanza 5
First things first! Malu's mum
Clasped Malu tight within her arms.
Then she said—her voice was firm,
Now my dear you'll have to swim.
Explanation
Before letting Malu go out, her mother hugs her tightly. In a firm and serious voice, she tells Malu that she must first learn how to swim. This shows motherly care and discipline.
New Words
· Clasped – held tightly
· Firm – strong and serious

🟦 Stanza 6
But Ma! said Malu, what do I know?
How will I? I've never swum before!
Don't worry dear, said Malu's mother,
Do as I do, that's all, she advised her.
Explanation
Malu feels scared because she has never swum before. Her mother comforts her and tells her not to worry. She advises Malu to simply copy what she does.
New Words
· Advised – gave guidance
· Swum – past form of swim

🟦 Stanza 7
She had no choice, no other way,
Malu had to swim that day.
Tight she gripped her mother's hand,
Into the water splash! to land.
Explanation
Malu realizes she must face her fear. Holding her mother’s hand tightly, she jumps into the water. This moment shows courage and trust in her mother.
New Words
· Gripped – held tightly
· Splash – sound of water when someone jumps in

🟦 Stanza 8
Brave mother's brave young daughter!
Doubt and fear she left behind her.
Malu swam with all her might,
It didn't matter wrong or right.
Explanation
Malu proves to be brave like her mother. She forgets her fear and swims with all her strength. She does not worry about making mistakes.
New Words
· Doubt – lack of confidence
· Might – great strength

🟦 Stanza 9
But swimming came so naturally,
Her mother knew this and all could see.
Fearless was Malu, this she knew,
Not just brave, but special too.
Explanation
Swimming becomes easy and natural for Malu. Everyone can see that she is fearless. Her mother already knew that Malu was special, brave, and confident.
New Words
· Naturally – easily
· Fearless – without fear

✨ Summary
The poem “Malu Bhalu” is about a young polar bear who is curious and eager to explore the world. With her mother’s guidance, she learns to overcome her fear of swimming. The poem teaches that courage, patience, and trust help us learn new skills and grow stronger.

🎯 Theme
· Courage and bravery
· Overcoming fear
· Importance of mother’s guidance
· Learning through experience
· Confidence and self-belief

📝 Conclusion
“Malu Bhalu” teaches us that fear is a part of learning, but with encouragement and guidance, we can overcome it. The poem highlights the loving role of a mother and shows that true bravery comes from trying, even when we are afraid.


